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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to application filed on July 31 , 2006. 
Claims 1-12 are pending and presented for examination on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thompson et al. (US 6,810,401 B1, hereinafter Thompson) in view of Nagao et al. 
(EP 0973106 A2, hereinafter Nagao). 

As per claim 1 , Thompson discloses a system for providing configuration and estimation 
functionality for any number of products where customized or assembled-to-order 
products are evaluated selected, purchased or otherwise considered ([column:line][3:3- 
12]) including estimate creating means for drawing up estimate information using a list 
of members necessary to construct the desired product which uses unit price 
information of the list of members (Figure 3) as well order information processing means 
for placing an order using the estimate information and customer information (Figure 
17). Thompson does not explicitly disclose that this system is for solar cell ordering for 
planning a photovoltaic power system, making a cost estimate thereof, and placing an 
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order thereof and that the system comprises roof shape creating means for creating roof 
shape data based on inputted roof information; module layout means for designing a 
layout of a solar cell module using the roof shape data, and drawing up a list of 
members of necessity for the photovoltaic power system. However, as stated above 
Thompson discloses an estimate and order system where customized or assembled-to- 
order products are considered which further includes providing product options based 
on user input (Figure 10) and Nagao discloses customized solar cells according to roof 
shape, including roof shape creating means based on inputted information 
([paragraph][0070]-[0072]) and module layout means for designing a layout of a solar 
cell module as well as drawing up a list of members necessary for the power system 
([0073] [0076]. See also [0085]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention as disclosed 
by Thompson and allow for the estimate and order system to include estimating and 
ordering solar cell for planning a photovoltaic power system in order to allow the 
Thompson invention to be used for a wider variety of custom built components. 

As per claim 2, Thompson does not explicitly disclose wherein the roof information 
includes information showing a shape of a roof, which is depicted by a profile line of the 
roof when the roof is seen from a top, and includes at least one piece of information 
among information showing a variety of roof materials, information showing a type of the 
roof, and information showing a relation between shape and direction of the roof. 
However Thompson discloses product specific configurations including CAD drawings 
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and technical specification sheets (Figure 28) and Nagao teaches roof specific 
information ([0071] and Figure 8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention as disclosed 
by Thompson and include specific information regarding a roof in order to allow the 
Thompson invention to be used for a wider variety of custom built components. 

As per claims 3-5, Thompson further discloses wherein the list of members includes at 
least name and quantity of each of the members, wherein the unit price information 
includes at least name and a unit price of each of the members and wherein the 
estimate information includes at least a name of each of the members, a quantity of 
each of the members, a unit price of each of the members, and a total price of all the 
members (Figures 17 and 18). 

As per claim 6, Thompson further discloses wherein the order application information 
includes at least one of a name of a customer, an address of the customer, an address 
of an installation site, a payment method, and a desired installation date (Figure 21b). 

As per claim 7, Thompson further discloses wherein the order information processing 
means draws up order contract information to be sent to a customer (Figure 16), order 
information forgiving an instruction of procurement of the members ([14:2-15]), shipping 
instruction information for giving an instruction of shipping of the procured members 
([14:25-34]), and installation completion confirming information having a content written 
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thereon ([16:16-36]). Thompson does not explicitly disclose that the photovoltaic power 
system has completely installed. However, Thompson discloses completing installation 
of products ([16:16-36]) and Nagao teaches completion of installation of photovoltaic 
power systems (Figure 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to include installation information directly 
related to solar power systems in order to allow the Thompson invention to be used for 
a wider variety of custom built components. 

As per claim 8, Thompson further discloses wherein the order contract information 
includes at least a name of a customer (Figure 21 b), an address of the customer (Figure 
21 b). Thompson does not explicitly disclose an order accepted date, and an installation 
date. However, Thompson discloses a date field (Figure 21 b) and the option for 
delivery (Figure 21 b). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention as disclosed by Thompson 
and include an accepted date and installation date in order to maintain better records. 

As per claim 9, Thompson further discloses wherein the shipping instruction information 
includes at least a name of a customer (Figure 21 b), an address of the customer (Figure 
21b), an address of an installation site (Figure 21b), a name of each of the members 
(Figure 17), a quantity of each of the members (Figure 17), a name of a constructor 
(Figure 21), a contact address of the constructor (Figure 21). Thompson does not 
explicitly disclose a scheduled installation date. However, Thompson discloses a date 
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field (Figure 21 b) and the option for delivery (Figure 21 b). It is well known that when 
purchasing large items that require installation, the seller will provide for installation. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the delivery date would include an installation date in order to provide 
better service to the customers. 

As per claim 10, Thompson further discloses module information obtaining means for 
obtaining module information (Figure 11). Thompson does not explicitly disclose that 
this component is a solar cell module and that the information based on includes a 
module serial number which is a number or a symbol attached for discriminating 
individual solar cell modules, a module output value showing a production of electricity 
of an individual solar cell module, and a module serial number of the to-be-installed 
solar cell module. However, Thompson discloses obtaining module information 
including a module output value of a to-be-installed component based on component 
detailed information such as a catalog number discriminating individual components, a 
module output value showing Frequency and Voltage information (Figure 11) and 
Nagao teaches solar cell module information including electric output information 
(Figure 14 and Figure 26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the invention as disclosed by 
Thompson and allow for the estimate and order system to include solar cell module 
information in order to allow the Thompson invention to be used for a wider variety of 
custom built components. 
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As per claim 1 1 , Thompson further discloses wherein the module information obtaining 
means draws up customer information for coordinating the module information and 
name or address of a customer ([14:2-5]). 

As per claim 12, Thompson further discloses wherein input and output of information 
are carried out using a network (Figure 30). 

Please Note: A recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a 
structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is 
capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAJIME ROJAS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5491 . The examiner can normally be reached on EST. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Florian Zeender 
can be reached on (571 )272-6790. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HAJIME ROJAS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



